8i1liman or Phillips House HABS Noe Pae 512
. North East, Pennsylvania

PHOTOGRAPHS
WRITPEN HISTORICAL AFD DESCRIPTIVE DATA
District No. S~Pennsylvanisg

Historic Ameriean Buildings Swrvey
Karl Ee. Morrison, District Officer

319 Marine Bank Building, Erie, Pemmsylvania




BABS N0e Pr.=0D12

Yage 1

SILLIMAN HOUSE
Horth East, Eris County, Pennsylvania

onera
Me ryl Ds Phillipse.

Date of Erection
1818,

Architect
Unknovwile

Puilderxr
Thkrovwn..

Pregont Condition
GFoode

Number of Stories:

Two, algo basement and gitice

Materials of Construotion:

Hand-made sand mould pressed brick, native woods.

Other Existing Records:

Local histories, Court House records.

Additional Data~Bibliography:

Higtory of Erie Comnty, Penngylvania; Werner Beers and Co. 1884.

A Twentieth Century hietory of Erie County, Pennsylvwania~Chicago=
1909. The Lewis Publishing Coe.-dohn Miller, higtorian.

Higtory of Hrie County, Pemnsylvania, 2 Volse Historical
Publishing Company 1925. Topeks--Indianapolis, by Je« BEs Reod
(John Rimer).

Higtory of Erie County, Pemnsylvaenia. Philadelphia, Lippincott
Coe 1861 by Le Ga Sanford (Laura Ge). Published by suthor and
copyrighted by her in 18%94.

Nelson's blographical dictionary and historical reference book of
Brie County, Pennsylvania, Erie, 1896. Two~thirds of this book
by Benjamin Whitman. From the press of Wilsgon, Hunphryes and Co.
Pourth St., Logansport, Indlanae.

Gourt House records.
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SILLIMAN HOUSE
North Bast, Erie Cownty, Pemnsylvania

The very first reoord that appears in regard to this house is
that it was the first brick housc in tHe comty outside of Frie,
Pemnsylvaniae. In 1818 when this house was bullt the houses in Brie
County were uwsually constructed of logs, either round or hewsd, so
that the fact that this aouse was made brick caused quite an-
impreesion on the commumity, so much so that the historian of that
day, Mise Sanford, noted the fact when she ocame to write a history
of the county.

1% was bullt about a mile east of the borough of Worth Bast
and is gtill in splendid livable condition. It sets up on quite an
aninence facing the highway on the south of ite It is a two story,
attic and basement house and the original dwelling contained four
rooms, two on each sids of & central ball. 4An addition had been made
to the rear of tha house and some changes in the interior for modarn
living. The bricks used in the older portion are hand-made, sand monld
pressed bricks, msde on the premises. There is a tradition that the
contragtor was to be pald according to the number of bricks ufied, and
it is said that he lived sirictly up to his contraet and used all the
brickes he possidbly could in the construction of this home.

Jemes Silliman, who was the owner, came to Erie Coumty in 1802
from Northumberlend Cownty, Peunsylvanla and built this bdriek house
soquiring the fine farm which has been in pesmesession of the family more
than a mmdred years. James Silliman and hig wife Jane Hunter moved %0

Erie County when Thomas, their son was but two monthe old., He ereceted

first, a rude log house, near where now stands the brick house. They
had seven children, Thomas, one of the sons was prominent in local
politices and spent hie life in the homestsad. He married Jane Schultz

-gnd they were the varents of thres ohildren; Henry L.; Prank, and Fred.

From Court records: between Henry L. and Frank Le Sillimsn, reaorded -
April 16, 1892, Erie County Court House, "This identure made 18%h day -
of March 1892 hetween Frank L. Silliman and Alice his wif@--—-The o
intention ef this deed of even date herewith from Henry L. Silliman and
wife to said Frank L. Silliman is to carry out an agreament of partition
between the said parties of the real estate of their father the said
Thomss 5illiman, deceased, by which the said Frank L. Silliman is to bave
the west half of the main farm with the asddition of a ome rod wide atrip. . -
and the east half of the "back lot" and by which the ‘said Henry L. Silliman
ig to have the eaet half of the said farm less the one rod wide strip :
and the west half of the "back lot", in the presence of F. J. Smedley,
Re Se Pierce, Be Cs Town, Justice of the Peace. _ _

Henry L. Silliman was one of the progressive farmers of Forth E&aﬁ o
Township and resided in the house where he was borm July 10, 1849, a,ad. .
“Prom whioh he married Miss Belle Bort, by whom he had three songe
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SILLIMAN HOUSE

&pril 28, 1914 Meryl De Phillip came intc possession of the farm
and homestead by purchase from the We Os Wing estate, and now resides

there. Q,M \/ Qwéi
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